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the way they deal with deviant behavior and crimes 
differ. The overall crime rate in the United States is 
3 times that of Japan, and the U.S. murder rate is 10 
times higher. Japan has 0.5 murders for every 100,000 
people, whereas the United States has 5.0 per 100,000 
residents (Cowen and Williams 2012; Spacey 2012).

How can these extreme differences in crime rates 
be explained? Researchers look at cultural differences: 
Japan’s low violent crime rate is due in part to Japan’s 
culturally homogeneous society and loyalty to a historic 
tradition of cooperation that provides a sense of moral 
order, a network of group relations, strong commit-
ment to social norms, and respect for law and order. The 
example of vending machines in Japan illustrates this 
idea. In addition, guns are outlawed and much harder to 
come by in Japan.

Japan does not attain its lower crime rate through 
heavy investment in its criminal justice system. In fact, 
the Japanese government actually spends far less 
of its gross national product on the police, courts, and 
prisons than does the United States. For many crimes 
in Japan, the offender may simply be asked to write a 
letter of apology. This is frequently a sufficient sanction 
to deter the person from further violation of the law. The 
humiliation of writing an apology and the fear of shame 
and embarrassing one’s family are strong enough 
to curb deviant behavior (Lazare 2004). Figure 6.7  
provides a picture of the homicide numbers in various 
parts of the world. 

The forms of global corruption are too extensive to 
catalog here, so we will settle for an illustration of one 
of the newest manifestations of global crime against 
people and property: cybercrime. Internet deviance or 
cyberspace crime is growing faster than a cybergeek 
can move a mouse. This new world of crime ranges 
from online identity theft and gambling to cybersex and 
pornography, to hate sites and stalking, to hacking into 
government and military files, to terrorist recruiting sites. 

Global law enforcement gridlock due to national and 
international jurisdictional confusion impedes efforts 
to prevent such crime. For example, as many as five 
different U.S. agencies can be involved in preventing 
financial fraud on the Internet, not to mention the state 
and local agencies that might play a role. If the fraud 
involves international cybercrime, the customs services 
and other branches of government also may enter the 
investigation. The resulting confusion and lack of clear 
authority can play into the hands of lawbreakers. For 
example, most big corporations have been the victim 
of hacking and cybertheft from China and other nations. 
The federal government, however, does not yet have 
an effective way to make companies do all they can to 
safeguard their customers’ information or to coordinate 
effective defenses against such illegal cyber intrusions 
from other nations (“Cybercrime: Smoking Gun” 2013; 
Perlroth and Sanger 2013).

Cross-National  
Comparison of Crimes
The vending machine was on the corner near the Bal-
lantines’ house in Japan. The usual cola, candy, and sun-
dries were displayed, along with cigarettes, beer, whis-
key, sake, and pornographic magazines. Out of curiosity, 
Jeanne and her family watched to see who purchased 
what from the machines, and not once did they see 
teenagers sneaking the beer, cigarettes, or porn. It turns 
out that the Ballantines were not the only ones watch-
ing! The neighbors also kept an eye on who did what. 
Because of the stigma attached to deviant behavior 
in Japan, teens tend to avoid violating norms, and vigi-
lant neighbors help keep the overall amount of devi-
ance low. The many eyes in the neighborhood remind 
people that deviant behavior is unacceptable and pro-
vides informal social control over those who might be 
tempted to commit crimes. 

Japan and the United States are both modern, 
urban, industrial countries, but their crime rates and 

FIGURE 6.7  Global Homicide 
Numbers by Country or Territory
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Source: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 2013. 




